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Scripture: Luke 1:46-49 Verse: And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the
humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me — holy is his name.”

December 3™

Reflection:
Mary’s song begins with memory because memory is how faith gathers meaning. She recalls
the promises made to Abraham and David, the mercy shown to Israel, and the way God has
consistently turned the world’s expectations upside down. Those memories are not just a
sentimental glance backward but a way of naming what God has already done so we can trust
what God will do next.

Remembering becomes fuel for hope when it's shared out loud. In households and small
groups, telling concrete stories of rescue, recovery, and answered prayer hands the next
generation a framework for trust. A child who hears how a neighbor found steady work after
months of worry, or how a family healed after a long iliness, learns to expect God’s faithfulness
in seasons of waiting. These stories are our community’s protection against despair; they give
names, dates, and faces to the claim that God is keeping His promise.

Remembering also shapes how we imagine the future. When worship includes scripture,
testimony, and liturgy that recall God’s faithfulness, people pray more calmly, plan with patient
courage, and give more freely because they’ve seen God provide before. Worship that springs
from recollection makes present troubles smaller in the light of God’s larger story.

In a neighborhood like Penn Hills, remembering can be practical and public. Create spaces
where elders tell their stories, publish short testimonies in a bulletin, or start meetings with two-
minute reports of answered prayer. Invite members to record family stories of faith and share
them at a community meal. These practices build steady hope and guide how we welcome and
serve our neighbors.

Finally, memory humbles and steadies us. It reminds the proud that God lifts the lowly and
reminds the weary that God has not forgotten. When we root our hope in remembered
faithfulness, Advent becomes less about frantic preparation and more about joining a long,
trustworthy movement—one that calls us to faithful presence in our streets, homes, and church.

Prayer: God, remind us of your past faithfulness so our hope is strengthened today. Amen.

Today’s Mt Hope Mindful Response Challenge:
Write down, record a video or simply share a short family or church story of God’s faithfulness at a meal
or small group.
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