Advent Devotional -~ Day oz

" 2025

Scripture: Luke 2:1-3 Verse: “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a
decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was
the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And
everyone went to their own town to register.”

December 5%

Reflection:

Jesus was born not in some perfect scene but right in the middle of ordinary, messy life —
census lists, long travel, crowded inns, and the pressures of empire. That matters because it
shows how God works: redemption doesn’t skip over bureaucracy or hard, frustrating systems.
The good news arrives in waiting rooms, on long commutes, and in the small routines that
shape people’s days.

That frees us from two mistakes: waiting for perfect conditions before we act, and thinking God
isn’t present wherever life is complicated. If God chose a tired, taxed couple to reveal the
Messiah, then our ministry has to be faithful inside the imperfect realities people actually live in.
Worship and polished programs are important, but they aren’t the whole story.

So we should judge success not just by big events or quick fixes but by whether dignity and
grace reach people inside the systems they navigate. A meal handed to someone filling out
forms, someone sitting with a parent at a benefits appointment, or a neighbor driving someone
to a job interview — those small acts matter. They meet people where they are and offer real
help in real conditions.

For people in Penn Hills balancing paychecks, paperwork, childcare, and bad weather, this is
practical: God is already at work in these ordinary struggles. The incarnation invites us to
respond with patient, creative compassion, turning bureaucratic strain into opportunities for care
and witness.

Prayer:

Lord, meet us in our daily burdens; give us wisdom to see where people need help and the
grace to serve faithfully inside the systems we navigate. Amen.

Today’s Mt Hope Mindful Response Challenge:

Look for one practical way to help someone navigate a local system this month

- Offer volunteer help at public assistance offices, tax clinics, or school enrollment events

- Provide transportation to appointments, help completing forms, or a warm place for people waiting in long lines
- Design a program that fit real schedules: evening or weekend help sessions or mobile outreach
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